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4k Er 
he Honour of G op, and your 
725 A natural Goodniefs and Beni | 
lence to Manki l, render Gery 
| © Religion in ah agreeable and 
le Light, very pleaſing to you 8 
I perſwade myſelf that the Two Volume 
this Litter cortes to recommend, will afford 
you ſome Pleaſure in the deliberate Perulal 
of chem. Perhaps they may be of Advahitage 
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to guide | your C onv 12 tion With 6 ſome f 
your Com panions, who affect. in a Rational 
W ay to talk againſt the Common Faith, of 
"Chriſtians: * 5 ALS 4 uo 37317 


en 


* 


| ThweAnSwin to 4 late Book Ghifiled „ 
Chrifttity us Old as the Creation, Waxdii held] 
19 5 2 & * 


K * 


c ä * — IN RT 4 „ _ 
x 1 "Ty worded at \». 83 = r 72 e 5 > SP SIR, aa, 3 - * N k 1 
8 Fu oats BA if on, a. r E ORE - * e aur _— Rr " 8 
R W n . ; e W BE $ - 
"4 3, Y Wn. . » * * * + 1 
= oy ke N 
> 


is the Deſign of this Letter to put you uf* 
on reading, was written by the Reverend 
Mr. Jobn Leland, of Dublin in Treland, from 


whom. I received it: And after J had ſent 
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formance, he thought that putting it in- 


as to read it NN 
It © 


many Anſwers which 


Friends to carry/i 
ch 2s are inclined. 

5 ect, to ad 

. Izeſe, Sir, were his Reaſons for deſiti 
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4 en 
ace with their other Coll 
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plete and moſt extenſive Anſwer to a Book 
hat hath gone into a great variety.of Hands, 
*....... ſhould attend the leſſer and ſhorter Anſwers 
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e 9 
to it. And I think it really the he Anfver, 
both for the Method taken to repreſent the 
Opinions and Arguments fairly on both 
Sides, and for the Decorum that is generally 
obſerved in the Manner and Style through- 


- 


out the whole Work. 4 © 2DTO if ©: BH 
here is one very great Advantage which | 

_ this Book hath, of ſome, others that have f 
been written againſt Deiſin; namely, that 3 
Pure Religion 1s defended; without mixing [i 
the Peculiarities, of any Denomination of 
Chriſtians, as if they were. neceſſary to go 
along with the general Defenſe of Revela- 
tion: Which hath been an Error in ſome, 
otherwiſe Excellent Writers, both on the ſide 
of Church Eſtabliſhments, and in Oppoſi- 
tion to them, There is nothing in theſe 
Books that will offend the thorough Chriſtian 
of any Communion, (ſo far as my Obſer- 
vations reach) while there is much to ſup- 
port and entertain all that are ſearching; af- 

Ter Divine Truth. 5 


d 0 


In ſaying this I am ſure of your favoura- 
ble Regards, who have ſo often wiſh'd to 
ſee Chriſtianity defended. in this Manner. 
The two Volumes are well: contrived ;. the 
one to take in what relates to the Debates 
concerning natural Religion; and the other 
to conſider and defend Revelation. Pleaſe to 
take the following ſummary Account of each 
of them. TR 
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Mr. Telands Deſcription 6f the Rel: 
« gion and Lire of Nature in the FI RS 
« VOLUME, is very clear, in Oppolilay 
e to the different Senſes in which the 
Author he was conſidering hach ufed 
& theſe Words; and the great and mani- 
re feſt Miſtake of extending the Law of Na- 
* ture to every thing founded on the Rea- 
e fon and Nature of things, is fet in a very 
* plain View. He has ffiewn the particu- 
« hr Errors atd Pefects of that Writer's 
e Scheme of natural Religion : That it is not 
** conſiſtent with itſelf ; that it is not fitted 
t to anſwer the Ends he propoſes ; that he 
« deprives the Law of Nature of its ſtrohg- 
« eſt Sanctions ; and that he cannot upon 
« his Scheme free Men from Superſtition, 
'« or ſupport the Intereſts of Virtue, or in- 
«* troduce that glorious Face of things, by 
* which he pretends to recommend the 
« Religion'of the Deiſts. 4 "3 
« The SEConÞD V oLUME concerning 
« reveal'd Religion, is written with the ſame 
« Piſtinctneſs, and Care to ſtate things fair- 
« ly; and to anſwer the ObjeFrons of his 
« Author, both againft Revelation in gene- 
< ral, and againſt the particular Characters 
of them that firſt publiſhed the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teftament. The 
« 'Artreſtation of Miracles is ſhewh not to be 
« an uncertain or uſeleſs Proof: The Re- 
e yelation confirm'd hereby, and contained 
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| . | 
* in the Bible, is handed down to us with 
5 fuck urity-and Certainty, as may be ſafs- 
1 y, depended on The wonderful Succeſs 
on 95 the Goſpe 1 is ſtared, ſo as to be a ſtrong 
&« Proof of che Facts on Which it is founded, 
te notwithſtanding all the Exceptions made 


* to chat Argument. The Scripture Reve- 


te lation is vindicated againſt the lune 
0 of Obſcurity and Uncertainty. 

<< The Objections againſt the Sacred Write 
“ ings, are ſhewn to be ſuch as would not 
be allowed againſt any other Writings 3 
te the Difficulties mention d, being no other 
« than what are common to all Writings in 
« the World, or elſe Difficulties that are 
« very eaſy to be overcome by den com- 
* mon Reader that will carefully compare 
s Scripture with itſelf. Vea it is 3 that 
“ many Paſſages cenſur'd, are truly Noble 
« and . 3.45 and by a Candid. Critick 
« would, be thought worthy of Admirati- 
on. The Goſpel Precepts are vindicated 


v againſt the Pretence of their being gene- 


ral, and undetermined ; and the Diviſi- 
10 ons about the Senſe of Scripture among 
<« Chriſtians, are ſhewn not to infer the 
« Neceflity of an infallible Guide. Thoſe 
« Paſſages which are {aid to miſlead the 
« Vulgar, both in their Notions of the Dei- 
cc ty, and in the Duties owing to one ano- 
5 * ther, are fairly « examin d. The . 


« of 


(8) | 
6. of making the Old and New Teſtachent 
4 contradictory, is well expoſed. The Ac. 
« count of the firſt Dighity, and Fall f 
* Man, and of the Mediator by. whom 
« Gop tranſacts with us, and we are ac- 
© cepted throygh him, you will find repre- 
« ſented in a very agreeable Manner. . And 
« finally, the Objections againſt the Chriſti. 
* an Revelation which are taken from its 
“e being given to ſome, and not to others, 
« and which ariſe from the Corruption of 
* them that do receive it, are very ſuffici- 
« ently anſwered." 

From this Pe rformance, both the T 
nal and External Evidences for the Truth 
of the Goſpel may be drawn out, ſo as to 
1 againſt Miſrepreſentations and Opp 
fitions. And you well know, The N 
how much it concerns thoſe that are doubt- 
ful of che Truth of revealed Religion to lay 
all Evidences together, and not to determine 
haſtily upon a partial View of things. Such 
Men ought to conſider the excellency of the 
Chriſtian Doctrines and Rules of Life, as 
they tend to promote the Honour of Go n, 

and to ſhew forth his glorious Perfections, 
both in Creation and Government; as they 
declare the Worth and Dignity, of an Hus 
man Soul, and greatly advance Human Na- 
ture to a State of Rectitude and Felicity; 
and as they are calculated to promote the 
Peace, Order, and Welfare of Societies, and 


the 
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the Univerſal Good. Such Examiners 'of | 


Revelation are alſo to conſider the Motives, 


and Aſſiſtances propoſed by the Goſpel, to 


render us virtuous and good in every Station 
of -Life, and to render Death itſelf eaſy and 
advantagious. If theſe things appear to be 
promoted in the Main, upon a general View 
of Chriſtianity, it will argue alittle and vain 


Mind for Men to turn againſt the Goſpel, 


on account of any Imperfections that may 
be obſerved in ſome . have of Scri- 
pture, or that may be found in one or other 
particular way of repreſenting or defending 
its Divine Authority. 8 
In like manner when the Extrinſick Evi- 


dences of the Truth of Chriſtianity are con- 


ſidered, Men ſhould not ſatisfy themſelves 
in being able to expoſe the Interpretation of 
ſome 2 Prophefies, relating, as is 
thought by the generality of Chriſtians, to 
the ' Meffiah ; but they ſhould- conſider the 
Accompliſhment of al! Prophecies, in their 
different Manner: They ſhould ſet thoſe Pro- 
pheeies that are expreſs and unqueſtionable 


firſt ; and then thoſe that were Typical, and 


to be underſtood in a ſecondary Senſe of Chriſt 
and his Kingdom; and laftly thoſe that are 
yet counted obſcure, or unaccompliſn d, and 
wait with Patience till God ſhall reveal theſe 
„ö; ß e it 
To proceed. The Atteſtation of Mira- 
cles firſt ought to be conſidered upon an en- 
larged View of the Greatneſs and N. ——_— 
B 0 


610) 
of chem. Then by what Means they were 
wrought, and under what particular Circum- 
flances; which will declare that ſuch mi ghty 
© thivgs could not be effected by a Word of 
Command, and in an Inſtant, without the 
Power of G 0D. Jo aſcribe them, as the 
Yewy did, to ſome Diabolical Power and 
Agency, will not be allowed by our Modern 

ſers of Revelation. And there is no 
roam to plead Colluſion or Fraud, or that 
they: were owing to the mere Strength of 
Imagination, where the things effected were 
evidently above the Reach or Contrivance 
of all Human Power or Cunning : And 
where the Facts recorded were not only at- 
teſted by Friends, but by Enemies; not 
wrought in Darkneſs, but at Noon-Day 3 
not. in Private Houſes only, but in the Streets 
of the City, and in the Court and Porches 
ef the Temple, and in Places of the great 
eſt Concourſe ; and where Multitudes that 
examin'd them were convinced by them; 
and they were publickly owned not only by 
haſty Believers, but W the moſt furious Per- 
ſeeurors, | 
Again, Men would not x ſatisfy 1 
Lo argue againſt the Proof taken from the 
ſpeedy: and extenſive. PROPAGATION ef 
theſe things, merely becauſe Mabomet and 
other Impoſtors have been ſucceſsful in 
ſpreading, their Errors in the, 'World, - But 
ber hey Gopld-tke the internal. Evidence 
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for Chriſtianity, (of which before) and com- 
aa them with other Pretenſions to Re- 
igion; and then obſerve carefully rhe 
different ME ThoDs by which one and 
the other have gained Ground. The great 
Argument for Chriſtianity from the Suc- 
ceſs of it, is founded on the unlikely 
Means, (as to all Human Appearances of 
things) and the weak Inſtruments that were 
made uſe of by the Wiſdom and Power: of 
God, to overcome all the Wiſdom and Pow- 
er of Man. Succeſs in his way obtain'd; 
againſt the moſt violent Oppoſitions from all 
the Powers of this World, and all the Poli- 
ticks of it; againſt all the Efforts of Hu- 
man Learning and Arms, and the moſt bloody 
Perſecutions ; and againſt the long rooted 
Prejudices of Idolatry, and the Religious 
Rites and Cuſtoms of the Jews as well as 
Pagans ; Succeſs, I ſay, thus obtained, will 
prove the Finger of God. And ſo the Goſ- 
| ſtands atteſted upon the reaſoning of Ga- 
maliel, that it cannot be deſtroy'd, however 
Men may fight againſt it. A#s V. 39. The 
Evidence is very ſtrong, when we conſider 
with all theſe things, the mighty Effects 
which the Goſpel had upon the Hearts and 
Lives of them that believed it; cheerfully 
quitting all ſenſual Enjoyments, and world- 
ly Intereſts; and going with mervellous 
Hope and Joy through tedious Labours, 
grievous Wants, cruel Contempt and Mock- 
B 2 ings, 


ings, and the moſt tormenting Deaths; which 
they did out of Love to the Truth as it is in 
Chriſt, and purely upon a dependance on the 
Goſpel Promiſe of a Retribution at the Re- 
ſurrection of the Juſt. 
When ſuch things as theſe are conſidered 
in a connected View, every Man that un- 
derſtands the Nature of Moral Evidence, and 
that determines to be govern'd by it, as be- 
comes a reaſonable Agent, will be engaged 
to acknowledge that the Chriſtian Revelati- 
on is from GOD. And he will not think it 
unworthy of the wiſeſt and moſt accurate 
Judgment, to abide by this, whether the 
Advocates for Chriſtianity are capable of re- 
preſenting every thing in it, ſo as to ſilence 
all Cavils and Objections, or not. If there 
be more Reaſon on one fide, than the other, 
it is the plain Duty of a reaſonable Creature 
to follow and be governed by the Higheſt and 

ſtrongeſt Probability. | 

Perhaps you will ſay, my Dear Theoph:lus, 
that there are very few who are capable of 
weighing theſe things ſo as to diſcern where 
the true Reaſon of them lies, and which- 
Side ought to preponderate, when they are 
carried into ſuch long and large Debates. I 
acknowledge this is true, both as to the gene- 
rality of Chriſtians, and the far greateſt 
Number of their Oppoſers too; that ſame for 
want of Leiſure from their neceſſary Buſi- 
neſs in the World, and others for want of 
Capacity 
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Capacity or Inclination to go through theſe 
Enquiries, are not fit to paſs a judgment 
upon them. The Caſe however is vaſtly 
different betwixt thoſe that believe and obey 
the Goſpel already, and thoſe that are fallen 
into diſobedience- or disbelief, or into dan- 
gerous Doubts about it. Theſe laſt are un- 
der a Neceſſity to find Leifure for the ſatis- 
fying themſelves, and reforming their Lives, 
or elſe are in danger of periſhing everlaſt- 
ingly. And they ought to make uſe of all 
the Helps they can get, and not grudge to 
read the largeſt Books that will enable them 
to go to the Bottom of all their Scruples. 
As to them that already believe the Scrip- 
ture, and are forming their Lives, and Con- 
verſations according to it, I confeſs I am not 
for unſettling their Minds, by calling them 
to hear and read what Men have to ſay for 
and againſt the Scripture. Since they have 
already known that the Law of the Lord is 
perfect, by its converting the Soul; and that 
the Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, makin 
Wiſe the Simple; and that the Statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the Heart; I ap- 
prehend, it is doing a very ill thing to go 
about to leſſen the Comfort that ſuch have 
in the Word of God, and their good Opi- 
nion of it. Inſtead of encouraging them to 
build upon a Faith which is founded on 
what they themſelves have known and ex- 
perienced, to tell them they muſt rake 
=: | all 


(14) "2 
all their Meaſures from the tedious and 
doubtful Reaſonings of men, is to make 
their Faith human rather than divine. Some 
Minds are powerfully and ſufficiently con- 
vinced by the excellency of the Goſpel itſelf, 
and by the intrinſick Force and Power of it. 
They can teſtify the Effect it hath on theit 
Hearts and Conſciences, to produce both 
the Love of God and Man, and an univer- 
fal Study of Holineſs and Virtue. There is 
no med: that ſuch ſhould go through a te- 
dious Courſe of reaſoning upon thoſe Evi- 
dences that are external. It is a good Argu- 
ment to them, that the Goſpel is from God, 
feeing it hath Power to ſave them from Sin 
and this World; and therefote they have 
no diſtruſt of the Salvation that it promiſeth 
hereafter, nor can it anſwer any good End 
to raiſe ſuch a Diſtruſt in them. 

But I would not be miſunderſtood by the 
Perſons whoſe cauſe I am pleading ; and 
therefore I add, that if they who are ſatisfi- 
ed of the Truth of Chriſtianity from its 
Effects on themſelves, have Leiſure frequent- 
ly to retire from Buſineſs, or to be much in 
Converſation and Company, it would cer- 
tainly turn to good Account, for ſuch to ſpend 
ſome of their Leiſure Hours in furniſhing 
their Minds with Knowledge of the exter- 
nal Evidences of Chriſtianity. This would 
enable them to convince Gain-Sayers, or at 
leaſt to ſhew that their believing and obey- 
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(15) 
ing the Goſpel is not only from the Effects it 
hath had on them, but ought to have on all 
that hear and read it. I apprehend further, 
that let a Man be ever ſo ſerious and regu- 
lar, and well fixed in his own Fudgment, yet 
he ought not o diſeourage others from read- 
ing, who are diſpoſed to enquire after ſome 
ſort of Evidences, beſide thoſe that are ſa- 
tisfactory to him... For he who doth not 
find any Power in the Goſpel, at once to 
ſtrike his Conſcience, and gain his Heart, 
as you, Theqphilus, have done ; yet by long 
and careſul Examinations of the external 
Evidences for it, and by diſcovering the Great- 
neſs and Beauty of the Chriſtian Scheme, 
according ta ſome Repreſentations. and De- 
fences of Ingenious and Diligent Men; He 
I ſay, may be brought to a ſincere Eſteem 
and Practice of what he thought diſguſtful 
for a time. Tho the Faith of ſome of theſs 
at firſt. be like the Samaritam, a believing 
only upon the Teſtimony and Perſwaſion of 
others; yet they may come to know the 
Goſpel afterward, as it is the Power of God 
to the Salvation of theit own Souls: And 
ſo from the things which they themſelves find 
and experience, may glory that they believe 
becauſe of Chrift's own Word. St. Fohn IV, 
39% Ae iE oer 59d een 
In ſhort, the truth of things, and the ve- 
racity of Chriſt, do not depend upon this or 
the other Man's believing op notcbelieving: 


them ; 
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them; nevertheleſs,' where Men of Capas 


city, Hotieſty; and Diligence do believe theſe 
things, upon a ſerious and careful Exami- 
nation, ſuch Teſtimonies and Examples 
ſhould not be diſregarded, but ought to be 
allowed their Weight and Force in Oppoſi- 
tion to others that do not believe them. And 
if there be a Tbouſund chat receive theſe 
things upon Truſt, to one chat hath Leiſure 


and Capacity to enquire into all the Evi- 


dences of them, yet thoſe Few that have 
carefully conſidered things, will be ſuffici- 
ent to condemn” thoſe that: diſregard or re- 
ject ſuch important Truths. And we may 
further add, that even ſuch as take them 
upon the credit of others Teſtimony, and 
believe thro their Word ſo as to form 
cheir Lives and Converſations according to 
them, are in a much ſafer happier State and 


| Condition, than thoſe that reject the things 


chemſebves out of a Diſguſt to others Cre- 
dulity, and à Diſlike that the Principles of 
revealed Religion are ſo generally and eaſily 
received. For if they ate Truths, tho the 
rational Proofs and Rvidences of them be not 
fully ſearched-out by every common Chriſti-- 

an; yet feeing they produce ſueh Effects as 
render Men meet for the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, their Fruit being unto Holineſs, the 
End will be Eternal Life. On the other 
Hand, ſuch as reject and live unſuitably to 
the Truchs of — Goſpel, being unpfepar. 
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ed for the Happineſs to which they lead, 
ſhall be caſt out at laſt as utterly unfit for 
the Kingdom of God. ) 


It is allowed, that every Soul ſhall anſwer 


for irſelf unto God according to the means 


of Knowledge and Holineſs it enjoy'd. As 
a reaſonable Agent, it muſt be tried by the 
Law of Truth, and the Moral Evidences 
of things that were granted to it, in Pro- 
portion to the Ability and Time it had to 
conſider the Force of them. Where great 
Advantages are enjoy'd, and great Capaci- 
ties are given, there Mens rejecting Moral 
Proofs (or ſufficient reaſonable Evidence) 
will be a greater Sin, than where there is 


leſs Ability, Time, and Help for attending 


toa long Courſe of rational Arguments: For 
this Reaſon we adore the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God, in' giving us a Revelation of 
his Mind and will, ſuited to the Condition 
of thoſe, whoſe Time is taken up with La- 
bour, and the neceſſary Care of their Fa- 
milies; as well as a Revelation formed for 
the Entertainment and Improvement of the 
beſt furniſb d Minds, where they have Time 
to ſearch after Truths that are more diffi- 
cult and ſublime. And as every Soul ſhall 
anſwer for itſelf unto God, ſo neither of theſe 
ſhould preſume to judge for the other; be- 
cauſe they ſtand in very different Circum- 
ſtances, and are accountable for very diffe- 
rent Talents. And neither ſhould allow them- 
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ſelves to ſay, That any thing is neceflary rs 
Salvation which hath not ſuch a Neceſſi- 
ty laid upon it, either by expreſs Scripture, 
or by the clear and indiſputable Reaſon of 
the Thing. - 7 

This however ought to be taken into ſe- 
rious Conſideration, that every Man to whom 
the Goſpel is ſent will be judged by it, both 
as it contains all the Rules of moral Righ- 
teouſneſs, and as it propoſeth the beſt and 
moſt reaſonable Expedients for obtaining 


Mercy where thoſe Rules are broken. And 


ſince Chriſtianity propoſeth the higheſt and 
beſt moral Evidence, for believing and ſub- 

mitting to it, that ever was ſet before Men; 
therefore their complying or not complying 
witch that moral Evidence, will prove chat 


they have either acted agreeably to the Na- 


ture of Rational and Free Agents, or that 


they have behaved themſelves unworthy of 


ſuch a Nature, and contrary to it. And if 
they are pronounced Bleſſed, or Curſed, up- 


on the Improvement of their Underſtanding, 


or the Abuſe and Loſs of it; their State from 
the time of that Sentence, will be either a 


State of increaſing Wiſdom and Joy, or in- 


creaſing Folly, Agony, and Woe, throughout 


endleſs Scenes of being. The Conſequence 
of receiving, or rejecting the Goſpel Teſti- 
mony being thus conſidered, (i. e.) as the 
Happineſs or Miſery will be endleſs, is 
enough to rouſe the higheſt Concern in eve- 


ry 
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ry reaſonable Creature, to judge fairly, and 
to determine as becomes a Being formed for 
Immortality. 

We have heard of late, that ſorne e 
pretended with a moſt implicit Truſt to com- 
mit themſelves to the Father of Mercies at 
their Death: That is, to cloſe Life with a 
manifeſt Abſurdity. For in this, there is no 
due Regard paid either to Reaſon, or to Re- 
velation. It is a Diſgrace to Reaſon, and to 
the Principles of them who ſay that their 
Reaſon is a ſufficient Guide to Happineſs, 
without Supernatural Aſſiſtance and Reve- 
lation. Surely ſuch Men might explicitly 
commit themſelves to God, and be ſure of 
his Mercy, if they had an 'Afllirance of the 
Sufficiency of the Rule they have ſer up, and 
a conſciouſneſs of their Sincerity in 4 
to it. When a Man acknowledges that Rea 
ſon cannot do this for him; but, after all, 
will afford him no more chan an implicit 
Truſt; he has talk' d againſt implicit Faith 

all his Life: time to a fair Purpoſe, who at 
laſt plainly confeſſeth that all his Hope in 
Go d is but a doubtful implicit thing. It 
is certain here is no Credit done to the Prin- 
ciples of Deiſim, by ou a manner of lens- 
ing the Wor 

But the Abſurdity | is much greater, if we 
conſider the Diſhonour done to Revelation. 


Go hath put a yn agar of his 
G2 <9! Mind 
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ind and Will into our Hands ; his Mercy 
and Deſire of our Happineſs are manifeſted 

in a way becoming himſelf ; and the Terms 

upon which he will receive us to Glory and 

Immortality, are ſet down clearly and ex- 
preſsly. Now after all this, what ſhall we 
ſay of a Man that neglects the Declarations of 
God againſt implicit Truſt, (when he would 
have Men #now how they are to truſt in 

Kim, ) and yet will pretend at laſt to make 

a moſt implicir Surrender of himſelf to this 

Gop? Of old, Men were ſent: to the Law 

< and to the Teſtimony, given by God him. 

« felf from — _ 1 it was declar- 

ed, that he who did not according 
<< to this, (let his — ago they 
e would) he had no light in him. In theſe 
laſt Days Go p hath ſent his Son, ſaying, 
46% This is my beloved Son, hear ye him.“ 

And again it is ſaid, “lock unto him and 
be faved, all ye Ends of the Earth, And 
« God hath ſet him forth to be a Propitia- 

*© tion for Sin, that whoſoever believeth in 

him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
sé ing Life. To turn away from theſe 
things that are ſo explicit, to pretend impli- 
eit Hope and Traſt, appears rather to be a 
Temper that is affronting, than likely to 

-pleaſe:: It is to deſire God would excuſe a 
* an's truſting him in the way that he him 
{elf hath: proeſeribed, and be ſo good as to 
make him happy in ſome other unknown 
Way, 


(29 
Way. When God hath. eſtabliſhed a Me- ' 
thod, which he tells us is the /f, kindeſt 
Way he conld contrive, to reſtore Man to 


that Conformity to his Maker in all moral 
or ſpiritual Perfection, which 1 is the Felici- 

ty of every Rational Agent; is it not then a 
very ſhocking thing to tell God (explicitly, 
or implicitly) — a Man does not like it; 
and if — will not ſhew Mercy in ſome other 
Way, let him do as he pleaſeth with a crea- 
ture that is confeſſedly in his Power, but not 
reconciled to his preſent Method of Grace 
and Government. I pretend to judge no 
Man's Future State, to his own. Maſter he 


ſtands or falls; but the Abſurdicy of ſuch a 
way of chinkin 


pin — 3 gue Sibel. 1 
think ought to 


Jo proceed: You —— Theophilus, 
that — Perſons are for ſetting up na- 
tural Religion fo as to exclude revealed, for 
very diſferent Reaſons; and I doubt not but 
— therefore converſe with them in 
variais Methods. Some by natural Religi- 
on, mean ſuch a Syſtem of things as is evi- 
dently taken from Obriſtianity, or from the 
Goſpel Edition of Natural — But be- 
ing inſenſibly taught theſe chings, and 
brought up in the Knowledge of them from 
their Infancy, they imagine them Diſcove- 
Ties and Principles of Nature; and t 
have not the Ingenuity and Gratitude to 
mans thoſe Acknowledgments which 1705 
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due to the Goſpel. Many of theſe are Re- 
jectors of the peculiar Doctrines of Chriſtia- 


nity, on account of the Abſurd Explicati- 


ons of them, or the ill Uſe that has been 


made of them, by Men of weak Under- 
ſtandings, or of perſecuting Tempers. Theſe 

are to be refer d more directly to ſuch Parts 
of the Defenſe of revealed Religion, as ſet 
the Doctrines of the Scripture in a more juſt 
and agreeable Light: I apprehend they are 
recoverable in this way. 2 
Others are for keeping to natural Religi- 


on upon a mere political Account. They look 


upon this, as beſt to preſerve and advance the 
Power of the Magiſtrate, and to give great- 
er Force to the Laus and Conſtitutions of 
the Kingdoms of this World. They do not 
care for revealed Religion, becauſe it too 
ſtrongly inſiſts upon Obedience to a Power 

upertour to that of earthly Princes, and en- 
forceth that Obedience with Rewards and 
Puniſnments unſpeakably beyond all that can 
be pretended to in this World. They would 
not have any Terrors made known to Men, 
that are beyond or above the Terrors of hu- 
man Governments ; nor any other Retribu- 
tions that are more important than Wealth, or 
Honours, or Civil Advancement. Theſe are 
Men that want to be truly inſtructed even in 
the Principles of natural Religion, and ſhould 
be refer'd to thoſe things that are written on 


the Eternal Difference between Good and 


Evil, 
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Evil, and the neceſſary Connexion which 
there is betwixt goodneſs and happineſs, be- 
twixt moral and penal Evils ; and theſe are 
to be ſet before them, as ariſing from Eter- 
nal Reaſon, Truth, and Righteouſneſs, that 
is from the Nature of G o p, and moſt ſure- 
ly connected by his immutable Will: Thus 
I apprehend Obedience to him as Supreme 
Governor, may be taught ſo as to regulate 
their Notions of Power and Government in 
this World, and ſo as to carry their Thoughts 
to a Future State of Retribution. 

But the moſt numerous and noiſy Pretend- 
ers to natural Religion in contempt of re- 


vealed, are Men that mean only an Indul- 
gence of natural Inclinations, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as they find themſelves able to rea ſon 


for them againſt the Rules and Limitations 
of the Sacred Scriptures. Theſe Men do 
not much trouble themſelves to find out the 
True Reaſon of things, and the Right of 
every Caſe ; but ſuch a Boaſt of Reaſon ſerves 
their Turn, as will make thoſe Laws of re- 
vealed Religion which they do not like, to 
be of none Effect. Many there are that 
from the ſolitarineſs and ſordidneſs of their 
Tempers, or from the intemperance and 
lewdneſs of their Lives and Actions, ſtand 
ever ready to take and ſpread a Prejudice a- 
gainſt reveal'd Religion, becauſe they think 
it hath more of Spite at their Pleaſures, or 
their Intereſt, than it hath generous Com- 


paſſion 
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paſſion and Love to their Souls. Yea, ſuck 
is the Spirit of the covetous, as well as the 
lewd and drunken Tribe, that if they can 
but pelt the Scriptures with a Jeſt, or tell ſome 
ſorry Story of a Preacher and Publiſher of 
them to the World, they are delighted to 
think that they have got an Advantage againſt 
Chriſtianity ; nor conſidering that the only 
Power in which it glories at preſent, is, to 
do them good, if they would give it a fair 
hearing ; and thar the Goſpel does nothing 
to make their Deſtruction at laſt, but only as 
giving fair Warnings of it, and ſhewing how 


they may eſcape it, will highly aggravate the 
Torment of falling into endleſs Miſery, and 
as a deſpiſed Je sv s will himſelf be Judge. 
According to theſe various Springs and 
Supports of Dein, you well know, Theo- 
philus, how to apply the difffrent Defenſes 
of Chriſtianity, that are put into your Hand, 
And I know you will not ſuppreſs rhe Opi- 
nion you have of any Book that you think 
firted to do Service to revealed Religion, on 
Account of its being written either by one 
of your own Country or of another, by a 
Church Man or a 'Diſſenter. 1 have often 
heard you ſay that the Diſſenters are very 
ſerviceable to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity in 
ö AE by their promoting both Scripture 
z nowledge, and Practice; and on this Ac- 
count, though you chooſe to continue in the 
Communion of the Church of England, yet 
Fw. 
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you have been both a Reader and Spread- 
er of ſeveral of the Diſſenters Books. Vou 
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know. how to. eſteem Men, that have the 


Intereſt of revealed Religion at Heart, on 


both Sides; and bow to pity and withdraw 
from thoſe, that are looſe Talkers and Writ- 
ers, or looſe Livers, whatever Names they 
go by. And you have been ſo happy as to 
gain ſeveral into your Opinion, © That 
« thoſe who truly believe the Bible, and 
ce reſolye to live according to it on one Hand, 
« and thoſe who caſt Contempt upon it, and 
« live contrary to it on the other Hand, are 


to be look'd upon as two Parties divided by 


a Diſtinction of muchgreater importance, than 


any other Diſtinctions that are amongſt us. 


I with your Apprehenſions be not yet furt 
ther juſtified, in the Opinion and Expecta- 
tion you have of this Diviſion growing a- 
mongſt us, till the Main Body both of 
Church and Diſſenters, either come to have 
no Religion at all, and ſo Judgments from 
Heaven break in upon us; or elſe, that we 
ſhall fall into the Snares and Spirit of Pope- 
7y again, by Violence and Superſtition think- 
ing to reſtore the Reverence due to Chriſti- 

anity, the greateſt Judgment upon Earth. 
The Dangers we are in both from Deiſin 
and Popery, ſhould make us leſs contentious 
about particular Doctrines, and Ways af 
Worſhip. And all good Men ſhould ſer 
themſelves to break down every. Wall of 
| D Partition, 


— 
Partition, which a miſtaken Zeal hath ſet 
up, and by which either Popery or Deiſm- 
can ſerve their deſtructive Ends and Deſigns. 
The more every thing is brought to the 
Scripture Standard, (I mean, not in Specu- 
lation, and Writing, and Words only, but 
in Fact, and Practice) the more ſecure will 
our Common Chriſtianity be againſt all the 
Attacks of them that run into Extremes. 
Whilſt Popery drives Men to Deiſin, in the 
Height of their Averſion to ſuch a mon- 
ſtrous Kingdom, as that of the Pope, raiſ- 
ed upon pretended Regards to revealed Re- 
ligion; and Deiſn again makes way for 
Popery, by unſetling the Minds of Men to 
every Form of Worſhip and Religion, and 
© promoting a general Prophaneneſs and 
Diſſoluteneſs of Manners ; the Bible right- 
ly underſtood, and more intirely made the 


Rule of Faith and Worſhip, of Life and 


| Manners, would preſerve us effectually from 


both. The more we ſee both of them di- 
recting their Force againſt the Scriptures, 
the more heartily ſhould Chriſtians unite in 
making this their impregnable Fortreſs. 


With the ſame Affection that the Martyrs 


of Old have claſped their Bibles to their 
Hearts, when they were condemned to the 
Flames by the Papiſts, we ſhould firmly and 
affectionately adhere to them, now they are 
expoſed to open Infamy and Reproach by 
the Deiſls. 
. Upon 


N 
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' Upon theſe Conſiderations you are juſtly 
perſwaded, Sir, that no Pains ſhould be 


grudg' d in Mens ſeeking to ſatisfy themſelves 


about the Truth of the Goſpel. And becauſe 


you think it would be of Service to ſet down 


ſome Directions for the Conduct of thoſe 
that are determin'd to examine the Proofs 
for revealed Religion, I ſhall therefore hum- 


bly offer the following -ADvices, which 
you may recommend to particular Deron, 
as you lee fit. 


1}. It is the unqueſtionatile Duty of ſuch 
to pray to God, as the Fountain of Truth, 
to direct and aſſiſt their Underſtandings, and 


to lead them into all Truth. Upon the Prin- 


ciples of Nature and Reaſon, no Man can 


ſcruple this, who acknowledges ſuch a Be- 


ing as God. For he that owns ſuch'a Be- 
ing, muſt acknowledge him to be Truth it. 


ſelf, the Creator of all his reaſoning Powers, 


and the Preſerver of them in their Strength 


and Vigour, and the great Spring and Foun- 


tain of Light and Knowledge to all intelli- 
gent Creatures. Therefore, if upon any O& 


| caſion in the World ſuch a Man can think 


it reaſonable to pray to God, much more 
ſhould he do this wich all Homility and 
Attention, hen he goes about to nett 

in an Affair of Eternal Conſequence.-., 
2ly. Such Examiners of the Truth of 
Religion, ſhould caſt off all Prejudices a- 
gainſt Chriſtianity, that ariſe either from 
D 2 Senſuality, 


. 1 
Senſuality, or any Evil Communications with 
unbelieving tho good natured  Compant- 
ons. They that have taken Pains to remove 
the Prejudices of Education (as they are call- 
ed) in Favour of Religion, ſurely ougùit to 
be as careful to lay aſide all the Prejudices 
againſt it, that have been owing to the Wit 
and Humour of their Companions, or to 
the ſenſual Liberties they have gone into in 
their miſtaken Friendſhip for one another. 
An Honeſt and Ingenuous Mind will be as 
careful to guard againſt Prejudices from Con- 
verſation, as from Education. | 97 

3ly. Such as ſer themſelves to examin 
the Truth of Chriſtianity, ſhould fix their 
Thoughts particularly on the infinite Good- 
neſs of God, compaſſionating Creatures in 
the Regions of Death. In doing this, no 
Man ſhould limit infinite Goodneſs by his 
&n, or by the goodneſs of any Creature 
upon Earth; but ſhould confider the Di- 
vine Being as contriving to do ſomething 
WORTHY of HIMSELF, in ſecuring the 
Rights of his own Government, and yet en- 


gaging his Creatures to think of him with 


Love and Pleaſure, and ſo to yield him 
a willing and cheerful Obedience. Thus 
ſhould Men conſider the great Point of God's 
ſending his Son from Heaven, to manifeſt 
his: Grace and Love to this World, and to 


. reveal his Mind and Will in the cleareſt and 


moſt perfect Manner to us. 
IP 40. In 
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os the Evidences for it as they may be 


| tory) 5 
2h. In examinihg the Truth of Chrifti- 


taken froin che Scriptures chemie ſhould 
be firſt put together : And chen, if any Difff- 
culnes ariſe about which the Enquirer can- 


not farisfy himſelf, by comparing one Patt 


of Scripture with the other, he ſhould not 
neglect any Helps that may be had from the 
Writings of Men, critical and rational; but 
it is a wrong Method to ſeek for Odiections, 
by reading Books againſt the Scripture to 
find out Difficulties that do not occur to the 
Reader's own Mind. However, if any Man 
hath taken this unhappy Courſe, he ought to 


read ſo much the more carefully and dilt- © * 


gemly on the orher ſide; and then ſhould 
ſet it down with Himſelf upon the whole, 
that where the grearſt and rungeſt Probubi- 
ly of Truth appears, there it becomes u 
reaſonable. Creature to fix his Aſſent, though 
he cannot filence all the Cavils and Objecti- 
ons that may be raiſed againſt ſuch Proba · 
bility. No Man can anſwer it to his Rea- 
ſon, if he takes part with Senſe and Appe- 
tite, and with things /z/5 probable for the 
ſake of theſe, while he rejects higher and 
greater Probability; in things that belong to 
his Mind, and its Eternal Duration. If any 
Man's Heart condemn him for thus. doing, 
under the habitual Force and Power of any 
Temptation whatſoever, God is greater than 
his Heart, and knows all things ; and will 

one 
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one Day ſet them in Order, and in their 
moſſt convictive Light before his Eyes. 
Fh. There ſhould be a Special Attenti - 
40 0 that Spirit of Life;! Which our Savi- 
our e us doth accompany the External 
Revelation he hath given. This is expreſſy 
promiſed, if Men do ſincerely ask it of God. 
The Improvement of Natural Inſpiration 
(as ſome of the Deiſts have ſtyled Reaſon) 
will lead Men to deſire the further Commu- 
nications of Knowledge and Grace, from that 
Spirit who ſearches the deep Things of the 
Will of God, and reveals them to other Intel- 
lects, as the Spirit that is in Man ſearches and 
makes known to others the; things that are 
conceived. and: will'd in himſelf. He that 
once experienceth the Power of this hea- 
venly Agent, to raiſe his Heart and Hopes 
from an earthly to a heavenly Happineſs ; 
from a Life of Pride and Conceit, of Appe- 
tite or Paſſion, to a Life of real Piety and 
_ -Goodneſs and i found Underſtanding ; will 
have no more Doubt, after that, of the Goſ- 
pel being indeed the Power of God unto 
Salvation. Then, and not till then, doth 
a Man get above all Temptations to queſti- 
on the Truth of the Chriſtian Revelation. 
Finally. The Honeſt Enquirer into the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, ſhould be adviſed to 
attend the Chriſtian Worſhip, and to do it 
with a kind ard humble Diſpoſition of Mind. 
Every thing that tends to promote a becom- 


ing 
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ing Reverence for G op, with Righteouſ- 
neſs and Sobriety of Life, ſhould be receiv- 
ed well; and if there be any thing that diſ- 
guſts, it ſhould be placed rather to human 
Infirmity and Imperfection, than to Chriſti- 
anity, and the Goſpel Inſtitutions. Indeed 
where you ſee the Imperfections, and, as you 
apprehend, the M:/takes of ſome Men, raiſed 
to the Place of Impoſitions upon others, and 
are inſiſted on as if they were neceſſary Sup- 
ports to Chriſtianity itſelf ; there it is fit to 
bear a Teſtimony againſt ſuch a Conduct: 
But it is unreaſonable and mean to wound 
and diſgrace Religion, or the Miniſters of 
it in general, for the ſake either of unwill- 
ing Miſtakes, or any perſonal ill Conduct 
and Behaviour of them that have the moſt 
diſtinguiſh'd Characters. | wo 
Pleaſe to excuſe the Length of this Let- 
ter, and to make ſuch uſe of it as you judge 


proper. I am, with great Eſteem and Af- 
tection, 
h Sir, 


Your Obedient Servant, 


Samuel Wright. 
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